
Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting 
Thursday, September 11th, 2014: 10:00AM-11:30AM Pacific 

 
 

Attending Board Members:  
Anne Blair, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
Megan Decker, Renewable Northwest 
Jeff Deyette, Union of Concerned Scientists 
Barry Friedman, National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
Susan Innis, Xcel Energy 
Lars Kvale, APX  
Jennifer Martin, CRS  
 
Non-voting Members: 
Ian McGowan, 3Degrees / CMAC Chair 
Adam Capage, 3Degrees / UGPAC Chair 
Matt Clouse, US Environmental Protection Agency, Observer 
 
 
Item 1: Welcome 
Roll Call and Determination of Quorum. 
Quorum established at 10:05 AM PST 
 
Item 2: Review and Adopt Agenda 
It was suggested that the order of Items 4 and 5 be switched, which was approved, and it was 
moved and seconded to approve the resulting agenda, which was approved 7-0. 
 
Item 3: Vote to Approve Meeting Minutes of June 16, 2014 
It was moved and seconded to approve the Meeting minutes from the previous Board meeting. 
The Board approved 7-0. 
 
Item 5: Update on Climate Endorsed Programs 
At the June meeting of the Green-e Governance Board, Staff told the Governance Board that it 
would follow up with the Gold Standard with regard to certain practices affecting program 
transparency and some questions about methodologies for endorsement. These updates were 
non-voting items. Staff made some inquires into Gold Standard processes for receiving, 
managing, and responding to stakeholder comments. Correspondence continues on this item, but 
does not appear to affect endorsement.  Second, Staff updated the Board on inquires into certain 
methodologies with respect to criteria in the Green-e Climate Standard. Responses from Gold 
Standard satisfied Staff responses and methodologies remain eligible. The Governance Board 
had no questions for Staff. 
 
Item 4: Discuss Results and Next Steps for Green-e Energy Comment Periods 
Staff walked the Governance Board through the survey results from a stakeholder comment 
period that sought feedback on treatment of renewable energy purchase contracts with terms 
beyond 15 years and on treatment of ocean energy resources in the Green-e Energy National 



Standard.  Staff clarified the intent of the long-term contract language as allowing an end-user of 
electricity to sign a renewable energy contract of more than 15 years (the current cut-off for 
generator age), rather than only focusing on a utility or REC marketer signing such a long-term 
contract. 
 
The Governance Board asked a number of questions related to the proposed language and 
stakeholder feedback.  Based on discussion with staff, Governance Board members suggested 
adding further questions to the next stakeholder survey to further refine the proposed language, 
related to: how many facilities could be involved in an approved long-term contract; how this 
language would work with utilities; the maximum length of a long-term contract; contracting and 
contract transfers; and contract signature relative to generator online date. 
 
On ocean energy resources, staff described how stakeholder feedback said that there were low 
environmental impacts and few generators online, all of them in test phase, and that tidal and 
wave energy was the most developed.  Staff suggested creating language for the next comment 
period that would allow facility-by-facility review of ocean energy generators in order to have a 
mechanism to start to let them in and gain practical experience.  The Governance Board was 
comfortable with this course of action. 
 
Item 6: Update on Items from the Previous Call 
Staff reminded the Governance Board of the upcoming Renewable Energy Markets conference, 
and noted that the next Governance Board meeting could be held in person at the conference.  
Staff said it would reach out to members with specific dates, times and questions about the 
feasibility of an in-person meeting.  
 
  
Meeting adjourned at 11:30PM. 
 
 
 
 


